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Since my association with amateur radio I have ben
fascinated with the ability of the hobby to emphasize
scientific thought among the participants.The hobby
outwardly represents citizen communication but in practice
requires scientific study to attain it's goals.

Many citizens do

equipment.

This nucleus of scientific talent--truly a natural
resource--must be nurtured and further educated in the ways
of science to retain our position as leader of the world.

There has to be encouragement for this hobby and such will
come if there is an outlet for adults and youth with a wide
array of available frequencies to attract the greatest
possible number of devotees of a scientific background with
a diversity of interests.

There should be no loss of amateur frequency that would
serve to deter those who might otherwise be propelled in a
scientific direction. Such an "erosion" of amateur bands
will only slow the momentum of the movement.

Literacy in science is where the country's future lies.
Many of today's scientists were pointed in this direction
by an interest in amateur radio.There are about a half
million amateurs in the United States all of whom are
attempting to influence and educate others.
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Suggestions
on the proposal regarding the cancelling of
frequency privileges of a portion of the amateur
radio band for the purpose of using these frequency
allocations for the Automatic Vehicle Locator(AVL)
system.

1) Would ~~~~JLending digital improvements on the cellular
phone sysc~~r an increase in the number of cellular
phones witho~t a corresponding increase of frequency
allocations ? Could the then existing cellular equipment
be triggered by existing techniques (without the driver's
knowledge) to function as an AVL presently under
consideration ? More vehicles could certainly be equipped
at a fraction of the cost of duplicating much of the
operating equipment.

2) I am under the impression that of the commercial
viability of another device previously proposed and for
which some amateur frequency allocations have already
been surrendered (220-222 MHz-l has not been proven.

3)Should an occasion arise where the cancellation of
amateur privileges is under consideration one should keep in
mind the immense value of the amateur radio hobby for the
furtherance of scientific education.There are times when
frequency sharing would satisfy and times when the proposed
use by commercial interests is just not practical.

4)Many amateurs today are in the 33 em. band because of
crowded conditions elsewhere and have invested considerable
sums of resources in equipment which should not be declared
obsolete all of a sudden.

I respectfully request that the amateur radio band of
902-928 MHz be retained for amateur use for all of the
reasons he~n cited.
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